
WEST LOTHIAN COMMUNITY CHOICES 

SURVEY REPORT  

SEPTEMBER 2024 

PLAY AREA CONSULTATION 

BANKTON MAINS PLAY AREA 



West Lothian Council has allocated funding to make improvements 

to the Play Area at the Bankton Mains District Park in 2025/26. The 

aim of the project is to bring the Play Area up to our Open Space 

standards, carry out necessary repairs and future proof this 

strategic space.  

A Community Choices survey was issued, asking the public to vote 

for their preferred improvements and provide supplementary 

comments.  

Feedback from local stakeholders will inform the improvements and 

help to shape a longer-term vision for the space.  

 

Bankton Mains Play Area is within a designated District Park in the 

West Lothian Open Space Plan and is safeguarded for open space 

in the West Lothian Local Plan (2018). There is a Core Path running 

adjacent to the site. 

The Park contains a mix of habitats, varied path routes, a range of 

public leisure facilities including the home grounds to Murieston 

United Community Football Club. The park is connected to car 

parks, cycle routes and bus stops. It is also linked to Bellsquarry 

Plantation and Williamston Primary School, resulting in a busy, 

central greenspace. 

The Bankton Mains Play Area is a NEAP (Neighbourhood Equipped 

Area of Play), and it’s located along the core path to the North East 

of Murieston. In close proximity to Livingston South Train Station 

and includes a Public Ball Court and Outdoor Gym.  

Known park users include local residents, children and dog 

walkers, although visitors from elsewhere in also attend the park, 

for example when attending Football Matches. 

INTRODUCTION 

INFORMATION GATHERING 

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online 

survey. The survey period ran from 3rd—29th July 2024. 

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council 

officers, local Community Council, local schools, relevant 

businesses & community groups and local Councillors. Posters 

were displayed in and around the Play Area. The survey was also 

advertised through the council’s Media team. A total of 47 

consultees gave their feedback altogether.  
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SUMMARY 

KEY SURVEY THEMES 

The key themes that emerged through the survey is that: 

• The public has a really positive perception of this play area 

but there is a lack of seating, picnic tables and covered 

seating. 

• To retain the open natural feel and landscaping around the 

area and incorporate this into the design. 

• There is a demand for the park to be more accessible and 

inclusive play friendly. 

• Public concerns for the area are dogs off the lead, cyclists 

passing speed & teenagers gathering.  
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FROM WLC OFFICERS 

Officers noted no issues with the proposed plans. 

 

FROM SURVEY 

Q1. Meeting the District Park NEAP criteria 

 

The survey identified which NEAP criteria (as per the 

West Lothian Council Open Space Plan & Play 

Strategy) were still to be met on site. These actions 

will be prioritised to ensure West Lothian Council 

improvement projects help the Council meet their 

standards. The list and status of this is shown in the 

table adjacent. This table was included in the survey. 

 

The public were asked to vote on which criteria 

mattered to them to most, and should be prioritised. 

The results are listed below with 1 being most voted 

for and 4 least voted for: 

 

1. Improved Seating / Social Area  

2. Accessible Surfacing / Inclusive Equipment 

3. Improved and more Engaging Signage  

4. Safe Cycle Parking  

 

FEEDBACK 
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Q2. Play Area Assessment 

 

2.1 Is there anything attractive or unique about the space which 

you like or think could be a feature in the new design?  
 

The public have an overall positive impression of the space. They 

enjoy the greenspace, the trees and open feel of the park. A brighter 

design incorporating the local wildlife. Keeping the large climbing 

frame and slide was highlighted as a must for the new design. 

 

2.2 What are the biggest issues with the Play Area? 

 

The most common response is that there is a lack of inclusive play 

and seating compared to other district parks. Old and dated 

equipment and a more accessible slide for younger children.  

 

 

FEEDBACK 

2.3 Current users 

 

The public were asked which age groups currently use this Play Area the  

most. The results are shown below. 

 

2.4 Is there anyone you think feels unwelcome or unable to use this Play 

Area? What could be done to improve this? 

 

The public have noted that the user group they feel is most excluded from this 

space are people with disabilities. This is due to lack of inclusive, sensory 

equipment and suitable surfaces for children with Motability issues. Older girls 

are currently excluded highlighting a need for a safe hang out area. 

 

Summary of Additional Comments and Suggestions 

 

• Cut the wild grass areas to avoid wasp nests and Tick issues 

• Fence around the play area 

• Car Park to be resurfaced 

• Toilet Facilities to be made available  

• Not to have additional seating so youths are not attracted to hang 

around  

• Sheltered seating area 

• Provide additional bins 

• Play activities available for older children and social space  

• Disabled spaces need allocated in car park 

• Cyclists to dismount when passing play area 

• Graffiti Issues 

• No clear visual line of sight available from the Play Area to the Out-

door Gym. 

 

Please note: West Lothian Council will consider all additional suggestions, 

but may not be able to accommodate all, depending on a range of site and 

budgetary constraints.  



NEXT STEPS 

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/

parkinfo  

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, designs will 

be drawn up and a play area constructed to represent these as best as 

possible. West Lothian Council aims to have to project completed by 

Spring 2026. P
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Q3. Consultee statistics 

 

3.1 Age groups of children involved in this survey  

 

3.2 Play Areas regularly used by consultees at the moment  

http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo


Appendix 1 – All survey answers  




















