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Planning & Economic 
Development 

  
SEA Gateway 
Scottish Government 
2-H (South) 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6QQ 

West Lothian Civic Centre 
Howden South Road 

Livingston 
West Lothian 

EH54  6FF 

 e-mail:  
margaret.stone@westlothian.gov.uk 

 

 Contact :  
Tel:  01506  282425 

3rd October 2017  
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
  
Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Determination 
West Lothian Council – Supplementary Guidance – Planning and Noise 
 
I refer to your correspondence dated 5th September 2017 regarding the Consultation 
Authorities’ responses to our Screening request for the proposed West Lothian 
Supplementary Guidance – Planning and Noise which was submitted to the SEA 
Gateway on 8th August 2017. 
 
The responses provided by the Consultation Authorities are in agreement with West 
Lothian Council’s findings that a Strategic Environmental Assessment would not be 
required.   
 
 

CONSULTATION AUTHORITY LIKELIHOOD OF SIGNIFICANT 
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

Historic Environment Scotland No 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency No 
Scottish Natural Heritage No 
  
OVERALL VIEW ON LIKELIHOOD OF 
SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

No 

 
 
In addition to consulting the above bodies, the Council has also taken into account 
the criteria set out in Schedule 2 of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 
2005 in determining whether or not the Supplementary Guidance is likely to have 
significant environmental effects. 
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Thus, as of 3rd October 2017, West Lothian Council have made a determination 
under Section 8(1) of the Act that the Supplementary Guidance – ‘Planning and 
Noise’ is unlikely to have any significant negative environmental effects and 
therefore a SEA is not required. 
 
The Supplementary Guidance – ‘Planning and Noise’ shall not be subjected to 
a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 
 
In accordance with the Act, a copy of the determination, along with the Screening 
Report, shall be provided for inspection by the public at West Lothian Council’s 
principle office at Civic Centre, Howden South Road, Livingston, EH54 6FF or on 
request from DPgeneral@westlothian.gov.uk.  The determination shall also be 
advertised in the West Lothian Courier newspaper to notify the public and will be 
available on www.westlothian.gov.uk.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
 
Margaret Stone 
Planning Officer 
 
  

mailto:DPgeneral@westlothian.gov.uk
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/
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West Lothian Council 
 

SCREENING REPORT 
 

For Supplementary Guidance 

‘Planning and Noise’  
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STEP 1 – DETAILS OF THE PLAN 
 

    

Responsible Authority: 
 

West Lothian Council 
 

  

Title of the plan: 
 

Supplementary Guidance (SG) – Planning and Noise 
 
 

  

What prompted the plan:  
(e.g. a legislative, regulatory or 
administrative provision) 

 

Legislative provision – The SG will support policy EMG 5 – Noise 
of the West Lothian Local Development Plan and will form part of 
the plan.  The guidance provides detail on the acceptable noise 
criteria that requires to be met, guidance on how to carry out a 
Noise Impact Assessment (NIA) and outlines exceptional 
circumstances. 

  

Plan subject:  
(e.g. transport) 

 

Town and Country Planning. 

  

Screening is required by the 
Environmental Assessment 
(Scotland) Act 2005.  
 
Based on Boxes 3 and 4, our view 
is that: 

 

      An SEA is required, as the environmental effects are likely 

to be significant: Please indicate below what Section of the 
2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

 

    An SEA is not required, as the environmental effects are 

unlikely to be significant:  Please indicate below what 
Section of the 2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

 

  

Contact details: Margaret Stone 
Planning Officer 
West Lothian Council 
West Lothian Civic Centre, Howden South Road, Livingston, EH54 
6PF 
01506 280000 
margaret.stone@westlothian.gov.uk 

  
Date: 8 August 2017 
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STEP 2 – CONTEXT AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PLAN 
 

   

Context of the Plan: The SG has been prepared in connection with the West Lothian Local 
Development Plan (LDP) and as such forms part of the LDP in line with 
Section 25 of the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006. 
 
The SG provides further information on ‘Policy EMG 5 Noise’ contained in 
the LDP.  The Scottish Government’s Planning Advice Note (PAN 1/2011) 
Planning and Noise and updated guidance and standards have been 
taken into account in the preparation of the SG. 
 
The Local Development Plan Proposed Plan (LDP PP) was published in 
October 2015 and the plan is currently with the DPEA for examination.  A 
Strategic Environmental Assessment - Environmental Report was 
published in August 2014, which sets out the likely significant 
environmental effects of implementing the strategy for the development 
set out within the LDP PP. 
 
 

  

Description of the Plan: The SG ‘planning and noise’ is aimed at helping to prevent and limit the 
adverse effects of noise.  It applies to where new noise sensitive 
developments are proposed near to existing noise sources and where 
potentially noisy developments are introduced into existing noise 
sensitive areas.   
 
The SG provides guidance on undertaking noise impact assessments (NIA) 
which may be required for any potential development in determining 
planning applications. 
 
The SG will cover the administrative geographical boundaries of West 
Lothian Council. 
 
The policy and guidance once adopted will be a material consideration in 
the determination of planning applications. 
 

  

What are the key 
components of the 
plan? 

Policy EMG 5 Noise of the WLLDP PP reads; 
 
‘There is a presumption against developments that are: 
a. likely to generate significant amounts of noise being located close to 
noise sensitive developments such as existing or proposed housing; or 
b. residential or other noise sensitive developments being close to noisy 
land use. 
 
The only exceptions will be where it can be demonstrated that: 
a. through design or mitigation, satisfactory internal and external noise 
levels can be achieved at the noise sensitive development; and 
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b. through design or mitigation, there will be no adverse impact on the 
continued operation of any existing or proposed business or activity. 
 
The terms of the council’s Supplementary Guidance on Noise will apply.’ 
 
The SG provides guidance on; 

 Policy context 

 Exceptional circumstances 

 Noise guidance for; 
- Road traffic 
- Rail traffic 
- Industrial and commercial noise 
- Construction site noise 
- Noise from specific developments 

 Noise criteria for; 
- Traffic noise 
- Vibration 
- Industrial and commercial noise 
- Construction noise 
- Wind turbine noise 

 Noise Impact Assessments (NIA) 

 Further guidance documents. 
 
 

  

Have any of the 
components of the plan 
been considered in 
previous SEA work? 
 

Yes. The document is produced to support ‘EMG 5 Noise’ in the Proposed West 
Lothian Local Development Plan which was published in October 2015. An 
Environmental Assessment has previously been undertaken in respect of 
policies and proposed land allocations in the Proposed West Lothian LDP. The 
Environmental Assessment undertaken in respect of these policies concluded 
that they would have no significant environmental implications.  

   

In terms of your 
response to Boxes 7 and 
8 above, set out those 
components of the plan 
that are likely to require 
screening: 

All  
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STEP 3 – IDENTIFYING INTERACTIONS OF THE PLAN WITH THE ENVIRONMENT AND  
CONSIDERING THE LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF ANY INTERACTIONS (Error! Reference source not found.) 

 Environmental Topic Areas Explanation of Potential 
Environmental Effects 

Explanation of Significance 

Plan Components 
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Supplementary 
Guidance – 
‘Planning and noise’ 

          
The SG aids the development 
management process by 
providing guidance to ensure 
due care and attention is paid to 
applying noise assessment 
criteria to new development 
proposals and that any noise 
impact assessments are carried 
out in accordance with 
recognised national policy. 
 
The principle of controlling 
noise sensitive developments 
which are proposed near to 
existing noise sources and 
where potentially noisy 
developments are introduced 
into existing noise sensitive 
areas may lead to a positive 
effect on population on human 
health.  However, this policy 
principle is integral to the 
WLLDP which has been subject 
to a SEA.   

The SG is not considered to have 
any additional environmental 
effects. 
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Component 2             

Component 3             

Etc.             

STEP 4 –  STATEMENT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE SCREENING 

    

Summary of interactions with the environment 
and statement of the findings of the Screening: 
(Including an outline of the likely significance of any 
interactions, positive or negative, and explanation of 
conclusion of the screening exercise.)  

It is considered the SG will result in no or minimal environmental effects and therefore it is 
concluded a SEA is not required. 
 

  
When completed send to: SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or to the SEA Gateway, Scottish Government, Area 2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ. 
  

mailto:SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk


 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


